[Combination chemotherapy consisting of cis-platinum and adriamycin in non-small cell carcinoma of the lung].
Twelve patients with unresectable and recurrent non-small cell carcinoma of the lung were treated with a combination chemotherapy consisting of cis-platinum and adriamycin. The overall response rate was 42% with two complete responses and three partial responses. The durations of response were 9+ and 8.5+ months in two complete responses, and 7.5+, 5.5+ and 2.5 months in three partial responses. The overall median survival was 8 months ranging 3.5+ to 16+ months. Three patients had leukopenia less than 2,000/mm3, two patients had thrombocytopenia less than 100 X 10(3)/mm3, and four patients had hemoglobin decrease of 3 g/dl or more. Severe nausea occurred in nine patients, whereas vomiting did in seven patients. Nearly total alopecia was observed in all patients. Renal toxicity in four patients was also observed, but was reversible. We believe that the combination chemotherapy with cis-platinum and adriamycin is promising in the management of patients with non-small cell carcinoma of the lung.